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APPROVED BY AF/W:TWMSMITH 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 
AF ONLY 

081451 270201Z/62 
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FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY COTONOU PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 204959 

FOR CHARGE 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: PGEN, US, DM 

SUBJECT: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR AMBASSADORS 

REF: STATE 202267 

1 . FOLLOWING IS SUBJECT DRAFT (REFTEL) FOR YOUR COMMENT 
AND SUGGESTED CHANGES, WHICH SHOULD BE CABLED TO DEPART 
MENT ASAP BUT NOT LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 6. 

2. ATTEMPT TO MODERATE BENIN’S RADICAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
THE WEST. 

- EXPLAIN OUR POSITION ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES IN SUCH A 
MANNER AS TO ENCOURAGE BENIN TO MOVE AWAY FROM THE RADICAL 
LEFT TO GENUINE NON-ALIGNMENT. 

- INSIST THAT BENIN TREAT FOREIGN VISITORS AND RESIDENTS, 
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INCLUDING DIPLOMATS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ACCEPTED INTER- 
NATIONAL PRACTICE AND THE VIENNA CONVENTIONS. 

- ATTEMPT TO MAINTAIN A CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE IN OUR CONTACTS 
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WITH OFFICIALS OF THE GPRB DESPITE OUTSTANDING DIFFERENCES. 

- EXPAND CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE TO BRING THE 
MAXIMUM EXPOSURE OF BENINESE TO WESTERN POINT OF VIEW. 

3. ASSIST U.S. PRIVATE CITIZENS, ORGANIZATIONS AND BUSI- 
NESS. 

- PERSUADE THE GPRB TO ACT ON EXPROPRIATION CLAIMS. 

4. IMPROVEMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS AND PURSUIT OF 
HUMANITARIAN GOALS. 

- FOLLOW UP BENINESE ASSURANCES TO US THAT THEIR NEW 
CONSTITUTION INDICATES AN IMPROVEMENT IN HUMAN RIGHTS 
CONDITIONS. 

MAINTAIN A MODEST ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND PEACE CORPS 
INPUT IN BENIN TO BENEFIT THE POOREST SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY. 

5. SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

- ENCOURAGE BENINESE PARTICIPATION IN REGIONAL ORGANI- 
ZATIONS, PARTICULARLY ECOWAS. 
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FOR CHARGE 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: PGEN, US, DM 

SUBJECT: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR AMBASSADORS 

REF: STATE 202267 

1 . FOLLOWING IS SUBJECT DRAFT (REFTEL) FOR YOUR COMMENT 
AND SUGGESTED CHANGES, WHICH SHOULD BE CABLED TO DEPART 
MENT ASAP BUT NOT LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 6. 

2. ATTEMPT TO MODERATE BENIN S RADICAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
THE WEST. 

- EXPLAIN OUR POSITION ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES IN SUCH A 
MANNER AS TO ENCOURAGE BENIN TO MOVE AWAY FROM THE RADICAL 
LEFT TO GENUINE NON-ALIGNMENT. 
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- INSIST THAT BENIN TREAT FOREIGN VISITORS AND RESIDENTS, 
INCLUDING DIPLOMATS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ACCEPTED INTER- 
NATIONAL PRACTICE AND THE VIENNA CONVENTIONS. 

- ATTEMPT TO MAINTAIN A CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE IN OUR CONTACTS 
WITH OFFICIALS OF THE GPRB DESPITE OUTSTANDING DIFFERENCES. 

- EXPAND CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE TO BRING THE 
MAXIMUM EXPOSURE OF BENINESE TO WESTERN POINT OF VIEW. 

3. ASSIST U.S. PRIVATE CITIZENS, ORGANIZATIONS AND BUSI- 
NESS. 

- PERSUADE THE GPRB TO ACT ON EXPROPRIATION CLAIMS. 

4. IMPROVEMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS AND PURSUIT OF 
HUMANITARIAN GOALS. 

- FOLLOW UP BENINESE ASSURANCES TO US THAT THEIR NEW 
CONSTITUTION INDICATES AN IMPROVEMENT IN HUMAN RIGHTS 
CONDITIONS. 

MAINTAIN A MODEST ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND PEACE CORPS 
INPUT IN BENIN TO BENEFIT THE POOREST SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY. 

5. SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. 
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- ENCOURAGE BENINESE PARTICIPATION IN REGIONAL ORGANI- 
ZATIONS, PARTICULARLY ECOWAS. 
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